
Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2024
2023/24. Present: Councillor Thomas (in the chair), Swanson, Toland, Mason, Griffiths & Davies. The clerk was in attendance.
37. Apologies: Councillor Goodman & Stevenson.
38. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 08th November 2023 were accepted and signed. Proposed Councillor Swanson. Seconded Councillor Mason.
39. Declaration of interest: Councillor Swanson and Councillor Griffiths - Iron Room rent and Cemetery donation.
40. Matters arising: 
i. A487. The clerk reported an email received 14/11/2023, following email dated 12/10/2023 to Lee Waters MS to query Eglwys-fach footway screening assessment – 

We have commissioned Amey to carry out a feasibility study for the three sections that came out of the screening assessment for a footpath through Furnace and Eglwys-fach. This is due back at the end of January, 2024. Detailed design and a topography survey will follow this work, however, this may potentially be in the next financial year (2024/25) depending on the outcome/costs of the feasibility study.

 

The 20mph national roll-out was limited to roads which were 30mph. For all roads outside this, such as the A487 Eglwys-fach, we are updating the Setting Local Speed Limits in Wales guidance, to reflect current Welsh Government policy including the national roll-out of 20mph speed limits and to meet the ambitions highlighted in Llwybr Newydd: the Wales Transport Strategy 2021. The work may see a change in the criteria for lower speed limits in Wales, and we will be reviewing the speed limits across the trunk road network following publication next year.

Councillor Swanson reported that community member Ann-Maire has been conducting interviews and gathering video footage to produce a short video of individuals/groups ‘current experience’ of walking through Furnace and Eglwys-fach. Ann-Marie has nearly completed the gathering phase and will be moving on to editing soon. Council noted the considerable work invested in this matter by Councillor Swanson, Councillor Stevenson, and Ann-Marie and thank them all for their perseverance.
Council noted the banner currently displayed on Iron Room rails - SLOW/ARAF and 30 (enclosed in a triangle) on a white background. Council thank Councillor Swanson and the WI.
Council noted the protest ‘March to reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph through Furnace and Eglwys-fach’ on Saturday 18/11/2023. Council thank all involved in organising and those who participated.

Councillor Davies engaged with Craig Duggan S4C/BBC Wales for a radio interview re: speed limit through Furnace and Eglwys-fach. Council thank Councillor Davies.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to respond to Lee Waters email dated 14/11/2023.
ii. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. Councillor Thomas reported two CADW workmen in the carpark recently clearing fallen tree branches but no sign of any gravel for pothole filling.
Councillor Thomas noted nothing to report from the RSPB valuer for the woodland. Will chase again.
iii. Full Fibre Broadband. The clerk reported an email received from Councillor Goodman dated 19/12/2023 –
I attended a meeting with Voneus yesterday. They're taking over from Broadway Broadband, which is good news for those areas who were already being connected up. I don't think it changes much for us. They have asked for our area to be reassigned to them, but I think it unlikely to happen, because they hadn't actually started putting in any infrastructure. So it seems we will have to wait for Open reach  to procure the area. This process seems likely to take several years to complete.
Councillor Thomas noted that BT have recently been renewing telephone poles in the village and his understanding is that this is with a view to bringing fibre connections.
iv. Defibrillator phone box Eglwys-fach. The clerk reported the items requested by Ceredigion County Council for the grant approval were submitted 30/12/2023. The grant committee normally meet on the third Wednesday of each month, so hopefully confirmation will be received before council meet in March.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to query with Fflur Lawlor if no reply before middle of February 2024.
v. Budget. Following careful consideration of the budget as presented, Council resolved to raise the precept by 10% to £3850.00. Proposed Councillor Thomas. Seconded Councillor Toland. 
vi.
Precept Arrangements 2024/2025.
Action Point: a). Clerk to submit to CCC before 26/01/2024
41. Finance 
i.
Welsh Government Keykeeper monies - £162.00 received 13/12/2023

ii.
Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2024-25

iii.
Precept 2024/2025
iv.
Anne-Marie Carty invoice for hard-drive - £259.99 paid 27/12/2023
v.
Clerk’s grade


Action Point: a). Council resolved to move clerk to SCP 8. Proposed Councillor Mason. Seconded Councillor Griffiths.
vi.
Iron Room rent - £800.00 paid 22/01/2024
vii.
Graveyard upkeep donation - £400.00 paid 22/01/2024

42. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
One Voice Wales



→ Road Safety Strategy Consultation 

ii.
National Association of Local Councils



→  National Pay Agreement 2023/24

iii.
One Voice Wales



→ Cymru Can – Future Generations Cymru Strategy

iv.
Ceredigion County Council



→ Ceredigion Poverty Bulletin

v.
One Voice Wales

→ Countryside Code update December 2023 

vi.
One Voice Wales



→ One Voice Wales’ Cost of Living Crisis Team 

vii.
One Voice Wales



→ Cost Of Living Crisis Survey 2023

viii.
One Voice Wales



→ Cost-of-Living – Community and Town Council activity in Wales

ix.
One Voice Wales



→ 2024 - JANUARY, FEBRUARY & MARCH 2023 TRAINING DATES

x.
Ceredigion County Council



→ Sandbag Policy 

xi.
One Voice Wales



→ New consultation: Future spending purposes for dormant assets funding in Wales

xii.
Jane Howells



→ Road Closure parts of the A487 and A493 Pontarddyfi

xiii.
David Anning



→ Sycamore work at the Dyfi Furnace 

xiv.
Hedgehogs r Us



→ Hedgehog Awareness - I Need Your Help! 

xv.
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 


→ Consultation Draft Service 2040 plan.

43. Planning: 
i.
A230825 - Replacement of planning permission App No A190774 for the conversion of an agricultural barn to long term rental accommodation - Melindwr Farm, Eglwys Fach, Machynlleth SY20 8TF.
ii.
A240003 - Essential repairs to a section of external wall and repair of stone arched lintels. Replacement of the corrugated sheeting with new slate roofing with associated joinery trims and rain water goods - Caerhedyn, C1139 Llyfnant Valley From The Junction Of The A487 To Glaspwll, Glas Pwll, Machynlleth, Ceredigion, SY20 8PY.
44. Other Items of Interest
i.
The clerk noted an email received from Ceredigion County Council inviting up to two community council representatives to come and meet with the Leader of Ceredigion County Council, Bryan Davies, and the Chief Executive of Ceredigion County Council, Eifion Evans, to discuss matters of current mutual interest on Tuesday 30th January at Room 1, Canolfan Rheidol.
ii.
The clerk noted correspondence from internal auditor Francis Gray Chartered Accountants advising that they have merged with PJE Accountants and Advisors on 12/10/2023.
iii.
The clerk noted correspondence from NatWest bank suggesting methods of increasing credit interest on reserve funds.
45. Date of the Next Meeting: 13 March 2024
Meeting closed at 8:45pm

Planning Consultation

Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
28/12/2023

Planning Officer: Sam Pugh
Planning application: A230825

Location: Melindwr Farm, Eglwys Fach, Machynlleth, SY20 8TF

Description of the Proposal: Replacement of planning permission App No A190774 for the conversion of an agricultural barn to long term rental accommodation. 

Observations/Comments

1. Council have viewed the photos attached to the application and note the high standard of finish on the project as per application A190774.

2. Council have noted the points outlined by the applicant in the covering letter attached to the application.

3. Council note that there is a shortage of decent quality rental accommodation within the community, whilst there is considerable provision for the tourist/holiday market.

4. Council note that this is a 3-bedroom property which could offer the chance for a family to form their home within the community – this would be far more beneficial for the whole community than a constant through-put of visitors.

5. Council support this application.

Planning Consultation

Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
14/01/2024

Planning Officer: Eleanor Carpenter
Planning application: A240003

Location: Caerhedyn, C1139 Llyfnant Valley From The Junction Of The A487 To Glaspwll, Glas Pwll, Machynlleth, Ceredigion, SY20 8PY.

Description of the Proposal: Essential repairs to a section of external wall and repair of stone arched lintels. Replacement of the corrugated sheeting with new slate roofing with associated joinery trims and rain water goods.

Observations/Comments

1. Council have viewed the application and note the high standard of finish on the previous  project as per application A180160.

2. Council note points in Supporting Documents – Covering Letter.

3. Council support this application.
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