
Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2023

2023/24. Present: Councillor Thomas (in the chair), Swanson, Griffiths, Goodman, Stevenson & Davies. The clerk was in attendance.
10. Apologies: Councillor Mason & Toland.
11. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the AGM held on 10th May 2023 were accepted and signed. The minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2023 were accepted and signed. 
12. Declaration of interest: None
13. Matters arising: 
i. A487. Councillor Swanson reported concerns received re: tree by London House, Eglwys-fach. Council noted that the branches of this tree stretch out over A487 but are high enough not to catch high vehicles. Council’s understanding is that this tree is on land owned by Paul James, Llandre. Council noted that this tree does not carry a Tree Preservation Order (see appendix 1).
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Paul James to confirm ownership and relay concerns.
Councillor Griffiths noted that bags of rubbish and dog faeces are being left in Glandyfi lay-by. Councillor Griffiths proposed asking Ceredigion County Council to display a sign advising public of fine for dumping. Councillor Goodman seconded. Council resolved.

Action Point:  a). Councillor Davies to request sign from Ceredigion County Council.


b). Clerk to request pole sleeve re: dog faeces, from Gerwyn.Jones@ceredigion.gov.uk.

ii. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. Council noted that more brash has been fly-tipped in the carpark. Councillor Davies shared an email re: dealing with fly-tipping from Geraint.Lewis@ceredigion.gov.uk (see appendix 2). 
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Anneka Morris, CADW to advise of fly-tipping and advise of procedure outlined in Geraint Lewis email.


b). Clerk to request pole sleeve re: dog faeces, from Gerwyn.Jones@ceredigion.gov.uk.

Councillor Thomas noted the RSPB sign advising ‘No Motorvehicles’ has been re-installed.
Councillor Thomas reported that he has contacted RSPB re: land sale/purchase, and has been advised that the land valuer is very busy at present. 

Action Point:  a). Councillor Thomas to contact RSPB again and request progress report.
iii. Full Fibre Broadband. Council noted the email received from Councillor Goodman dated 25/05/2023 outlining government position to “abandon the voucher scheme for small community areas” and the subsequent collapse of Broadway Broadband. 
Council noted correspondence received from Ben Lake MP, Elin Jones MS, and Cefin Campbell MS confirming on-going support for improved rural broadband provision. 

Councillor Davies reported that she is going to bring a motion to Ceredigion County Council cabinet tomorrow, 13/07/2023, requesting that the UK government re-instate the voucher scheme for small community areas. Councillor Davies will report back in due course.
iv. Councillor Training. The clerk reported that Llangynfelyn Community Council have confirmed for Gwilym Rippon to deliver Code of Conduct training, in English language only, in Llanfach on 07/09/2023 @ 7pm. 

Ysgubor y Coed Community Council are welcome to join the training session, but the clerk noted a minimum of 5 councillors necessary to make it financially viable.
Action Point:  a). Each Councillor to confirm availability individually. If 5 or more confirm availability, Clerk to confirm Ysgubor y Coed Community Council attendance.

v. Defibrillator phone box Eglwys-fach. The clerk reported that there is a Community Funding Grant available from Ceredigion County Council. If an application was successful, the grant would pay 50% of the total cost and the other 50% would be funded by the applicant, ie. Community council. The community council would need to pay a minimum of 10% of the overall cost from their funds but could fundraise the remaining 40% if they so wish. The Community Funding Grant committee next meet in September 2023.
The clerk noted the broken bench that was removed from the riverbank by the Dyfi Furnace remains absent also.

Councillor Griffiths proposed applying for the Community Funding Grant to include a replacement phone box door and a bench. Councillor Swanson seconded. Council resolved.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to liaise with Councillor Swanson to complete grant application.

vi.
Examination and accept/reject of the Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2023 by the Council. Following examination council resolved to accept Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2023 as presented. Proposed Councillor Stevenson. Seconded Councillor Goodman. 
Action Point:  a). Clerk to submit to Audit Wales in line with official guidance.

14. Finance 
i.
Audit Wales audit fee 2021/22 - £261.00 paid 24/07/2023
ii.
CADW Key Keeper contract 2023/24 – signed and emailed 19/06/2023
iii. 
Francis Gray internal audit invoice - £180.00 paid 24/07/2023
iv.
Councillor Training Bursary Scheme in Wales – emailed to OVW 24/07/2023

v.
Welsh Government Keykeeper monies - £163.00 received 12/07/2023
15. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
The National Association of Local Councils


→ The Good Councillor’s Guide to Employment
ii.
One Voice Wales


→ Amended Standing Orders 2023
iii.
Welsh Government


→ Infrastructure (Wales) Bill 2023
iv.
Welsh Government


→ Consultation on extending the term of office for the Older People’s Commissioner for Wales from 4 to 7 years
v.
One Voice Wales


→ Training dates June and July 2023
vi.
Ceredigion Monitoring Officer


→ Statutory and non-statutory guidance on democracy within principal Councils in Wales
vii.
Cymdeithas yr Iaith

→ Property Act open meeting

viii.
Ceredigion County Council 


→ Ceredigion Equality Plan
Action Point:  a). Clerk to forward to all Councillors.
ix.
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 


→ Powys Leisure Review 2023
Action Point:  a). Clerk to forward to all Councillors.
x.
Clerks & Councils Direct July 2023
16. Planning: 
None
17. Other Items of Interest
i.
Boundary Commission Consultation – Councillor Thomas reported that he submitted the letter (see appendix 3) he prepared on Council’s behalf to the Boundary Commission and that he has received acknowledgement of its receipt.
ii.
Meeting start time – Councillor Griffiths proposed future council meetings to start at 7pm. Councillor Goodman seconded. Council resolved.
iii.
Councillor Thomas noted there are members of Ysgubor y Coed community who may be unaware of the monthly newsletter produced by Janie Agnew. 


Action Point:  a). Clerk to display notice on Community Council noticeboards advising of newsletter.
iv.
The Clerk reported that a delivery of Feminine Hygiene products has been received from Ceredigion County Council. Councillor Swanson noted that she currently holds enough stock for Ysgubor y Coed. Clerk to ask if Cletwr would take them.
v.
The Clerk reported that she has been made aware that the person who cleans the bus shelters is going away for 12 months.


Action Point:  a). Clerk to ask Janie Agnew to advertise in newsletter.
vi.
The Clerk reported that contact has been received from Ynyshir Farm to ask council to remind people with dogs using the ‘long drive’ lane to be considerate of livestock in the adjacent field.


Action Point:  a). Clerk to ask Janie Agnew to advertise in newsletter.

vii.
The Clerk reported that contact has been received from HaHav querying if they could advertise their services through the monthly newsletter.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to ask Janie Agnew.

18. Date of the Next Meeting: 13 September 2023
Meeting closed at 9:15pm
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	Cyfeirnod yr ymholiad / Enquiry Reference: 550544

Annwyl / Dear Syr/Sir / Madam,
I have checked the TPO mapping and there does not appear to be any TPOs in place I have attached a map of the site.

Kind Regards

Cofion / Regards

Sarah Smyth



Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth Gymraeg ac ateb Saesneg i bob gohebiaeth Saesneg. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English. Correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and correspondence in English will be answered in English. Corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.
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	Cyngor Sir Ceredigion / Ceredigion County Council
Canolfan Rheidol
Rhodfa Padarn
Llanbadarn Fawr
Aberystwyth
Ceredigion
SY23 3UE
01545 570881



Appendix 2

Begin forwarded message:

From: Geraint Lewis <Geraint.Lewis@ceredigion.gov.uk>

Subject: TAS.1023050 - Wastraff yn Maes Parcio yn Ffwrnais

Date: 12 April 2023 at 12:33:30 BST

To: Catrin M S Davies <catrin.m.davies@ceredigion.llyw.cymru>
 
 

Dear Cllr Davies,

 

Further to my telephone conversation with you this morning, I confirm the following:

 

a. The Local Authority would never collect and dispose of fly tipping occurring on private land.

b. In the instance that a fly tipping incident has occurred on private land and the incident is reported to the local authority, an officer would attend in order to try and establish any evidence to determine who caused the fly tipping (documents within the waste/witness) before contacting the land-owner out of courtesy to advise them of the incident and to advise that they are responsible for clearing the waste.

c. If a particular parcel of private land becomes a localised community issue because it is particularly messy/overgrown/verminous or full of rubbish the Local Authority has powers to enforce clearance and better management of the land. The Local Authority can undertake the work themselves to clear and remove the waste and place a charge on the land if the landowner refuses to improve the situation.

d. We'd encourage local residents not to collect and dispose of fly tipped waste because they would be technically breaking the law as an unregistered waste carrier, transporting someone else's waste. We'd recommend them to take a photo, note the time and date and submit a report to the local authority. Then if a number of incidents occurs we can look at enforcing our powers as described in paragraph c above.

e. The Local Authority has struck up an informal agreement with the owners of private land previously to monitor their land with a CCTV camera. If you think this would be beneficial in this instance, we could look at contacting CADW to consider whether such an agreement would be possible in this instance. Before doing this we would be grateful for some photos illustrating the issue and justifying the need for surveillance.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Mr Geraint Lewis
[image: image3]
Swyddog Amddiffyn yr Cyhoedd / Public Protection Officer
Polisi a Pherfformiad / Policy & Performance
Cyngor Sir Ceredigion County Council
Neuadd y Dre / County Hall, Stryd y Farchnad / Market Street, Aberaeron, SA46 0AT
Llinnell Uniongyrchol / Direct Line :- 01545 572190
Ffôn Symudol / Mobile Phone:- 07593 789783
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Appendix 3
Ysgybor y Coed Community Council is concerned about an implied merger of our community with Llancynfelin because we have less than 400 people registered as voters.

Ygubor-y Coed is the most northerly community in Ceredigion spread along the  A487(T). The community includes the three villages of Glandyfi, Eglwys Fach and Furnace, together with clusters and isolated dwellings up to four miles from the main road in the Llyfnant valley and Cwm Einion (Artist’s Valley), together with farms, Ynys-hir Hotel and the RSPB Ynys-Hir reserve to the west of the main road. This makes the community distinct with cohesion through the Community Council, St Michael’s Church, the Womens Institute. the Community Hall (Iron Room) Committee, our local on-line newsletter and some occasional events sponsored by Ynyshir Hall and the RSPB. 

 The only Community that we adjoin is Llancynfelin with the nearest village of Tre’r Ddol being nearly three miles from our most southerly village of Furnace. Some members of our community are more than seven miles from Tre’r Ddol. There are no pavements between the two communities so we would remain isolated from each other.

If there were to be a merger, we feel that the cohesion of our community would be destroyed. We also have major problems in our community over traffic speed,  lack of pavements and a Cadw car park which are problems not found in the Llancynfelin villages of Tre’r Ddol and Tre Taliesin. Any merger of the two communities could easily sideline our problems through the disparity of numbers in the two communities. This would almost certainly lead to friction.

Ysgubor y Coed Community Council urges Ceredigion County Council to drop any merger proposals between the two communities, because of the community’s unique geographic position at the north of the County, its cohesive community, the distance between the two nearest villages and the disparity of numbers of people between them.
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