Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2021
2021. Present: Councillors Toland (in the chair), Swanson, Mason, Jenkins, Griffiths, Goodman, Thomas & ap Gwynn. The clerk was in attendance. 

28. Apologies: None.
29. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2020 were accepted. To be signed by Chair later. 

30. Declaration of interest: Councillor Swanson & Councillor Griffiths – Iron room rent and Graveyard donation.
31. Matters arising: 
i. Covid 19 in Ceredigion. Councillor ap Gwynn reported that Ceredigion had 24 new positive results today, 13/01/2021, giving a seven-day total of 129 which gives 177.5 positive cases per 100000 head of population. This indicates that the overall Covid 19 infection rates in Ceredigion, and Wales in general, seem to be reducing due to the current lockdown measures. Councillor ap Gwynn had Covid 19 over the Christmas 2020 period. Hywel Dda health board are coping well at present.
Vaccinations 
→ currently being administered at Glangwili hospital and in Cardigan with the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine. Priority is being given to  health and care staff with 12686 been vaccinated to date. 
→ residents in the retirement home in Machynlleth vaccinated yesterday 12/01/2021.

→ GPs are going to help with administration of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine once it becomes available – hopefully towards the end of this week. Health professionals politely request that patients DO NOT phone doctor surgeries requesting vaccination. Patients will be contacted, and arrangements made when the vaccine becomes available.
→ vaccine supply is the main cause of delays.

General

→ there have been problems with waste collections over the Christmas period due to staff annual leave. Collections seem to have caught up again now.

→ Glan-yr-Afon Civic Amenity Site is now open with users needing to follow the number plate/date system for access. 

→Library click & collect services available across Ceredigion.

→ Schools are currently supplying on-line teaching.

ii. Pavement. All Councillors happy with prepared letter to Ken Skates MS querying speed limit review and asking if he would consider reducing the speed limit to 30mph through Furnace and Eglwys-fach asap. 
Action Point:  a). Clerk to email prepared letter to Ken Skates MS.

b). Clerk to email Elin Jones MS to query if she has received a response from Ken Skates MS following Teams meeting 22/10/2020.

iii. Land for the playground. The Clerk reported that she has received confirmation from Mr Charles Thomson at Zurich that the Community Council DOES have cover for trees under the Public Liability section of their current insurance, however there are 2 conditions to this cover :

1. The Council performs regular risk assessments.

2. A qualified individual (for example a tree surgeon) performs an inspection at least annually. 
Councillor Toland noted that as the Licence to Occupy was for 2020, a new one will now need to be arranged.

Councillor Thomas noted that many of the trees have been given red marks – not sure why? Councillor ap Gwynn suggested that it may be due to County Council requesting landowners to cut back tree branches due to Health and Safety.

iv. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Gwynfor Olsen dated 11/01/2021 confirming that a contractor has been confirmed to carry out work to the two affected areas within the carpark. Dates for work to be confirmed. 
The Clerk has emailed Dave Anning, RSPB directly to ask if signs could be placed at carpark entrance - unsuitable for large vehicles/campervans, in an attempt to discourage these vehicles going through the car park on their way to the RSPB reserve. Dave Anning currently away from the office.
v. Overhanging branches by footpath/cycle path, Glandyfi lay-by. The Clerk reported that Samuel Hadley, Network Rail emailed 11/01/2021 confirming that Network Rail DO NOT own the land by the lay-by and therefore do not have responsibility for the hedge – map attached. 
Councillor Griffiths confirmed that the overhanging branches are from the north end of the lay-by to the station.

vi. Abandoned caravan at Glandyfi lay-by. The Clerk reported that the Police have been notified about this matter and PC Nia Jones has contacted Trunk Roads Agency to arrange disposal. The caravan remains in-situ today 13/01/2021.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to arrange for a scrapman to remove the caravan asap.
vii. Budget. All Councillors accepted the budget as presented.
viii. Precept Arrangements 2021/2022. All Councillors agreed the Precept should be submitted to Ceredigion County Council at £3500.00.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to submit Precept within 29/01/2021 deadline.

ix.
Bottom footpath on The Foel. Councillor Thomas reported that the footpaths on the Foel are impassable in places due to surface damage from horse use – not RSPB horses. The top footpath is dangerous in one place and is now not being used by walkers due to its condition. The middle footpath has also been damaged by horse use.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to check the maps and confirm if paths on the Foel are bridleways or footpaths.


b). Clerk to contact the RSPB and Ceredigion Council (Eifion Jones/Nigel Nicholas) to request they erect signs either end of paths advising of user type.

32. Finance 
i. Requests for Financial Assistance –

· Cylch Meithrin Talybont


Action Point:  a). Clerk to check with Ysgol Talybont Breakfast Club and Taliesin Playgroup.


b). Clerk to arrange £50 donation to Cylch Meithrin Talybont.

ii.
Welsh Government Keykeeper monies received 10/12/2020 - £150.00

iii. Invoice from Josh Mayhew for cleaning of bus shelters and phone box 28/12/2020 - £80.00


Action Point:  a). Clerk to arrange payment.

iv. Invoice from Audit Wales for Audit of Accounts 2019/20 received 05/01/2021 - £380.75


Action Point:  a). Clerk to query why this charge is so much?


b). Clerk to arrange payment.

v.
Council agreed to pay Iron room rent and Graveyard donation as stated in Budget.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to arrange payment.

33. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
Welsh Government


→ Appropriate Sum under Section 137(4) (A) of the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2021-22

ii.
NRW – email from Mike Indeka regarding planting of conifers at Coed Tyn-y Garth

iii.
Audit Wales


→ Ysgubor y Coed Community Council certificate and report

iv.
CADW Estates & Property


→ email dated 05/12/2020 & 18/12/2020 regarding Covid regulations in Wales

v.
Ceredigion County Council

→ Economic Strategy consultation 


Action Point:  a). Clerk to forward to Councillor Thomas.

vi.
Powys County Council


→ language category of Ysgol Bro Hyddgen, Machynlleth

vii.
HMRC


→ UK-EU future relationship agreement: social security coordination

viii.
Welsh Government


→ new Regulations for the holding and postponing of by-elections 

ix.
One Voice Wales


→ remote training sessions


Action Point:  a). Clerk to complete on-line training course x2.

x.
One Voice Wales


→ NHS, Social Care & Frontline workers day 5th July 2021

xi.
Clerks & Councils Direct January 2021

34. Planning:
i.
Application A201016 – Demolition of an existing dwelling, construction of a replacement dwelling, extension to residential curtilage, improvements to existing access and installation of a sewage treatment plant. Ty Hir, Tre’r Ddol, Machynlleth. SY20 8PL


Council have no objections and support this application.
35. Any Other Business

i.
RSPB carpark. Councillor Swanson reported that the RSPB have closed their carpark to the public due to vandalism in the toilets and one of the hides, however locals are still welcome to walk on the reserve. The RSPB ask users to be vigilant regarding people walking dogs on the reserve.
ii. Litter on the grass verges. Councillor Thomas and Councillor Griffiths noted that there is much litter on the grass verges. Councillor ap Gwynn confirmed that Ceredigion County Council are not carrying out verge litter picking due to staff shortages. Councillor Swanson reported that the WI are thinking of asking members to carry out individual litter picking where safe.
iii. Defibrillator. Councillor Swanson reported that the defibrillator by the bus stop at Eglwys-fach is now more than 2 years old and is out of warranty. Councillor Goodman reported that he checked the defibrillator battery a fortnight back and all appeared in order. Councillor ap Gwynn noted that a defibrillator new battery costs £152 and new pads cost £37. It is advised that pads are renewed every 3 years, even if unused. Battery needs to be checked regularly. 
iv. Water pipe belonging to Ynyshir Farm. The Community Council have been contacted regarding the condition of the area surrounding the waterpipe belonging to Ynyshir Farm, following recent engineering work.


Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Ynyshir Farm to establish plans for re-instating area.

v. Independent Renumeration Panel for Wales
→ draft Annual Report Consultation February 2021.

Clerk reported section 13. Payments to Members of Community and Town Councils, point 13.13 The Panel continues to mandate a payment of £150 as a contribution to costs and expenses for members of all community and town councils.

The Clerk reminded all Ysgubor y Coed Community Councillors to send written email confirmation IF they do not wish to receive this payment.
vi. Broad band. Councillor Goodman has co-ordinated efforts with members of Ysgubor y Coed community to try to get improved Broadband service for the area. They have been approached by 3 different companies and have decided that company Broadway appear to be offering the best deal - £20 per month for 100Mbps fibre broadband. Councillor Goodman advised that Broadway would be likely to contact residents in the area encouraging them to claim the £1500 Government broadband grant voucher to pay for the necessary infrastructure. 
vii. UK residency. Councillor ap Gwynn respectfully reminds EU citizens to register for UK residency before 30th June 2021.
36. Date of the Next Meeting: 10th March 2021
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