Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2021
2021. Present: Councillors Toland (in the chair), Swanson, Mason, Griffiths, Jenkins, Goodman, Thomas & ap Gwynn. The clerk was in attendance. 

1. Apologies: None.
2. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2021 were accepted. To be signed by Chair later. 

3. Declaration of interest: None
4. Matters arising: 
i. Covid 19 in Ceredigion. Councillor ap Gwynn reported that Ceredigion County has the lowest rate of Covid infection across Wales with 5 cases formally logged at present but only 1 of these is currently live. However, people need to carry on being vigilant. Hywel Dda health board continue to cope well.
Vaccinations 
→ currently being administered at Llanbadarn vaccination centre Aberystwyth, Cardigan vaccination centre, as well as various GP Doctor surgeries across the county. 
→ 50% of people in Ceredigion have now had their first dose of vaccine.
→ 25% of people in Ceredigion have now had their second dose of vaccine.

→ Health professionals politely request that patients do not phone doctor surgeries requesting vaccination. Patients will be contacted and arrangements made, when it is their turn.
General

→ Glan-yr-Afon Civic Amenity Site is now open with users needing to follow the number plate/date system for access. 

→ Library click & collect services available across Ceredigion.
Schools

→ Schools are now fully open for all students and staff. 
Public Houses
→ From Monday 17th May 2021 groups of 6 can meet indoors.
Swimming Pools

→ Bro Dyfi Swimming pool, Machynlleth and University of Wales, Aberystwyth swimming pool are both open. Plascrug Leisure Centre, Aberystwyth is currently not open.
ii. Pavement. The Clerk reported that an email dated 19/03/2021 has been received from Richard Morgan, Head of Planning, Asset Management & Standards, Transport, Welsh Government on behalf of Ken Skates MS. The salient points of this email are:
1. Results of the All-Wales speed limit review available at http://trunkroadsafety.maps.gov.uk
2. The Welsh Government will be reviewing speed limits on the A487 again but this work is being impacted by the Covid 19 pandemic.

3. The Welsh Government can confirm that the scope of work it plans to commission on the A487 Eglwys-fach to Furnace is a site visit to identify opportunities to create a footway at the pinch points as outlined by the Community Council, review of speed limit from 40mph to 30 mph, and review the need for speed management measures to aid motorists with compliance to speed limit. 
4. The site visit would be carried out in the current financial year but any identified design work would be in 22/23.

5. Any change of speed limit following the review would be progressed in 22/23.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to email Richard Morgan and Ken Skates MS requesting faster movement on the proposals.
iii. Land for the playground. Councillor Toland reported that he has emailed RSPB land agent to request a Licence to Occupy for 2021 – no answer received as yet. Councillor Toland to chase the RSPB land agent regarding the Licence to Occupy and the purchase of the land by the Community Council.

iv. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. Councillor Thomas and Councillor Swanson noted that there is still standing water in the carpark after the works carried out on 01/03/2021. Councillors have also noted that lots of cars seem to be parking there at the moment – more than usual?
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Gwynfor Olsen to request a schedule of works completed 01/03/2021. Also remind Gwynfor about replacement of the Community Council’s gravel used by the contractor. Circa 2 x tonne bag gravel.
v. Bottom footpath on The Foel Fawr. The Clerk reported that an email dated 22/03/2021 has been received from Gareth Owen, Ceredigion Rights of Way Ranger, outlining proposed access improvements along public footpath 4/10. The Clerk spoke to Gareth Owen outlining that the Community Council would like to see kissing gates installed at the Eglwys-fach end of footpath 4/10 to discourage horse and bike use. Gareth Owen replied by email dated 08/04/2021 advising Ceredigion County Council are not keen to install a kissing gate on footpath 4/10 however “I will of course review this if there is any significant damage on the new surface, by motor bike, horse or mountain bike”. Councillor Swanson reported by email dated 08/04/2021 that RSPB have no objection to Ceredigion County Council installing kissing gates on footpath 4/10. Horses and mountain bikes have been on footpath 4/10 recently.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Gareth Owen to request installation of a kissing gate or squeeze gate on footpath 4/10 at Eglwys-fach end. Also request signs showing NO horses or bikes to be installed at Furnace end of footpath 4/10.
vi. Glandyfi lay-by and viewing platform. Councillor Toland proposed that the Community Council would ask North and Mid Wales Trunk Road Agent (NMWTRA) if a ‘Sculpture Park’ could be set up on the raised grass area at Glandyfi lay-by. Pending permission, Councillor Toland proposed applying for a Community grant, setting up a competition where members of the public could submit a design protocol for a sculpture – first sculpture competition would link to 2020/21 Covid pandemic, Community Council chose a winner, then commission production of the winning sculpture design. All Councillors expressed enthusiasm for the project. Councillor Griffiths expressed concern that should the project go ahead, sculptures might be subject to vandalism in the future.
Action Point:  a). Councillor Toland to contact NMWTRA to request permission to use the selected area for the project.
vii. Broadband. Steve Ellis from Broadway Broadband addressed the Community Council regarding the Rural Gigabit broadband voucher scheme, run by the UK and Welsh Government. The Government is providing voucher funding as immediate help for people experiencing slow broadband speeds in rural areas – Ceredigion is considered rural by Council and Government.
Vouchers worth up to £1,500 for homes and £3,500 for businesses help to cover the costs of installing gigabit broadband to people’s doorsteps.
Farms are considered as businesses.
Councillor Goodman registered interest with x3 broadband companies. Broadband are the only ones that have showed an interest in Furnace and Eglwys-fach area. 

Steve Ellis confirmed that 70% of properties in the area need to sign-up for Broadway to consider the application viable. Broadway have a good reputation for completing projects.

Steve Ellis recommended setting up a Facebook page to promote the project locally. He suggested speaking to neighbouring councils to promote the project further and gain support. 

All Councillors expressed support for moving this item forward asap.

Action Point:  a). Clerk, Councillor Goodman, and Broadway Broadband to organise and circulate a letter to all properties within Ysgubor y Coed to raise awareness and establish the local level of interest in the project.

5. Finance 
i.
Rent for the field received – lodged 21/04/2021.
ii.
Instalment 1 Precept 2021/22 received – BACS 30/04/2021.

iii.
Community Council Insurance renewal from Zurich Municipal received - £401.13 paid 31/05/2021
iv.
Financial Assistance requests – Cylch Feithrin Talybont £50 paid BACS 15/03/2021, Clwb Brecwast Ysgol Talybont £50 awaiting BACS details, Taliesin Playgroup £50 awaiting BACS details.
v.
Yola Welsh domain invoice received £11.95 – paid BACS 13/05/2021.

6. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
Audit Wales


→ Audit notice 2021


→ Annual Return 2021

ii.
Welsh Government (CADW)


→ Appointment for the Provision of Key Keeping Services at Dyfi Furnace

iii.
Anita Major


→ letter from Anita Major about the R.S. Thomas poetry festival.

iv.
One Voice Wales


→ Remote Meetings after May 2021


→ The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act – changes from April 2022

v.
Clerks & Councils Direct May 2021

vi.
The Clerk May 2021

7. Planning:
i.
None
8. Any Other Business

i.
Plascrug Leisure Centre. Councillor ap Gwynn reported that problems with the building at Plascrug leisure centre have been identified. The leisure centre and swimming pool will remain closed for the foreseeable future until these problems can be rectified.
ii.
Litter on the grass verges. Councillor Griffiths noted that litter at Glandyfi lay-by has been cleared.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Trunk Roads Agency and Ceredigion County Council to ask if they cleared rubbish and to express Community Council gratitude.

iii.
Planning in Ceredigion. Clerk queried with Councillor ap Gwynn why Ceredigion County Council appear to be unwilling to approve planning permission to locals for residential properties, as in recent planning application A210189, but are very eager to approve planning permission to locals for ‘Holiday Accommodation’? Councillor ap Gwynn confirmed that Ceredigion County Council could approve residential planning applications by locals under special delegated powers with local Ward member support. Welsh Government directive was opposed to this but not opposed to planning approval of ‘Holiday Accommodation’.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Keith Henson, Tai Ceredigion.
9. Date of the Next Meeting: 14th July 2021
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