Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 09 September 2020
2020. Present: Councillors Toland (in the chair), Swanson, Thomas, Griffiths, & ap Gwynn. The clerk was in attendance. 

10. Apologies: Councillors Mason, Jenkins, and Goodman.
11. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 08 July 2020 were accepted. To be signed by Chair later. 

12. Declaration of interest: Councillor Swanson & Griffiths.
13. Matters arising: 
i. Pavement. The Clerk supplied council with a prepared letter dated 01/09/2020 to Ken Skates MS asking him to consider pavement creation at the pinch points whilst including and drawing attention to the letters provided by John & Non Griffiths and Mike Jones. All Councillors present were happy with the letter.
Councillor ap Gwynn confirmed that as there are problems regarding speed awareness/limits and pavements within all 3 of her Wards, she is going to try to organise a meeting with Elin Jones MS to discuss. All Councillors present agreed that representation would be made from Ysgubor y Coed Community Council.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to email prepared letter to Ken Skates MS along with copy of letter from Mike Jones and John & Non Griffiths. 

ii. Land for the playground. Councillor Toland enquired if everyone was happy for him to sign the new ‘licence to occupy’ from RSPB. 
Councillor Thomas expressed dissatisfaction that the Community Council will be accepting responsibility for the trees by signing the licence (3. Licensee’s Obligations (e)). Councillor Thomas also stated that there has been fly-tipping of stones and brash on the area which remain in-situ. 
Councillor Griffiths queried whether 24hours to terminate the licence is sufficient for the Community Council to meet its obligations under the Licensee’s Obligations should RSPB terminate the licence under point 4. 4.1 (b)?  
Councillor Toland suggested that he would enquire again with RSPB as to what point the land purchase is at and report to Council before he would sign the licence.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to check the Community Council insurance policy and report what cover is currently on the trees in this area. 

iii. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. The Clerk reported that no reply has been received, to date, to email sent 21/07/2020 however the fly tipped rubbish by the glass recycling bin has been cleared.

Councillor Swanson confirmed that Ceredigion County Council cleared the fly tipped rubbish when they came to empty the glass recycling bin.
Councillor Thomas reported that a lot of Campervans are going through the car park on their way to the RSPB reserve as their SAT NAVS are sending them that way.
All Councillors present agreed that the car park surface is currently in a considerable state of disrepair.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to email CADW again to request they arrange the clearance of the fly-tipped brash. 


b).
Clerk to email Rhodri Llwyd at Ceredigion County Council to ask if signs could be placed at carpark entrance (unsuitable for large vehicles/campervans). Copy email to David Anning, RSPB.
iv. Tree. The Clerk reported that North & Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency (NMWTRA) has been contacted to confirm that the identified tree belongs to Ysgubor y Coed Community Council. NMWTRA advised that the work of removing the tree is to be carried out between 01st September and 31st March only due to ground nesting species. This tree has been rated ‘High’ priority which means the Community Council need to have the work completed within 12 months of original notification letter dated 16/06/2020. The Clerk has requested a quote from local contractors Arbcore and Olive Branch. Arbcore have declined to quote. Olive Branch have quoted £420-00.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to instruct Olive Branch to carry out the work.
v. North Ceredigion Coast Forest Resource Plan. The Clerk supplied all Councillors with a copy of email dated 25/07/2020 from Mike Indeka, Forest Resource Planner, before the meeting. Councillors present expressed concern that conifers are to be planted in Coed Tyn-y-Garth due to there being No ancient woodland there previously. 
Action Point:  a). Clerk to ask Mike Indeka, Forest Resource Planner, to expand on the reasons, outlined in email dated 25/07/2020, why conifers are going to be planted in Coed Tyn-y-Garth as originally, when it was farmland, it didn’t have conifers.

vi. Climate and Biodiversity Emergency. Councillor Toland reported that he has received an offer from Paul Allen from CAT to address the Community Council on the Climate emergency, if they wish, before deciding if Ysgubor y Coed Community Council would like to declare a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency. Following consideration, all Councillors present decided to decline the offer and go ahead and make the declaration.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to prepare a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency policy.
14. Finance 
i.
Instalment 2 Precept 2020/21 received BACS 31/07/2020 - £1166.67

ii.
Clerk’s Expenses for 01/04/2019 to 31/07/2020 paid BACS 29/09/2020 - £83.19
iii.
Business Banking Switch – Clerk to make enquires with NatWest Bank, Aberystwyth re: switch scheme, and Karen at Cletwr re: Co-operative Bank.
15. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
Ben Lake MP


→ Broadband Upgrade Fund
Action Point:  a). Clerk to ask Janie Agnew to add to monthly Newsletter.

ii.
One Voice Wales


→ Guidance to Councils on holding meetings on a physical basis

iii.
Macaulay Gulliford  – receipt of Annual return and issue of audit opinion

iv.
National Association of Local Councils


→ 2020-21 National Salary Award

Action Point:  a). Clerk to change monthly DD to reflect pay increase from 01st October 2020.

v.
Natural Resources Wales 

→ email dated 25/07/2020 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT FOR NORTH CEREDIGION COAST FOREST RESOURCE PLAN – reply from Mike Indeka re: planting of conifers

Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Mike Indeka for more information.

vi.
The Clerk – July 2020

16. Planning: None
17. Any Other Business

i.
Cleaning of bus shelters. The Clerk reported that a quote had been received from Louis Hiatt at Scrubadub of £50.00 per shelter for cleaning. All Councillors present agreed to continue with Josh Mayhew at £30.00 per shelter for cleaning.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to arrange with Josh Mayhew for cleaning of the bus shelters on a 6-month rolling basis. 

ii.
Overhanging branches by footpath/cycle path, Glandyfi lay-by. Councillor Griffiths confirmed that the branches have not been cut back. Councillor ap Gwynn confirmed that Ceredigion County Council are responsible for cutting the grass verge but not the hedgerow. 

Action point: Clerk to contact Transport for Wales and Network Rail to ask if they are responsible for the hedgerow.
iii.
Covid 19 in Ceredigion. Ysgubor y Coed Community Council extend their gratitude to Ceredigion County Council for the huge effort they have made in keeping the people of Ceredigion save during the current Coronavirus Pandemic.
iv.
Post Box Eglwysfach. Councillor Swanson noted that the post box still hasn’t been replaced at Eglwysfach.

Action point: Clerk to contact Royal Mail again to query the situation.

v.
Rent of Iron room. The Clerk queried whether Council should continue to pay rent to the Iron room whilst they are holding virtual meetings due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Councillor Toland expressed that he felt the Community Council should show solidarity with the Iron room and continue with the rent payment. All Councillors present agreed. Councillor Swanson and Councillor Griffiths abstained from the discussion and vote.


Action point: Clerk to confirm with Councillor Mason, Jenkins, and Goodman that they agree for rent to continue to be paid.

18. Date of the Next Meeting: 11th November 2020
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