Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 08 January 2020
2020. Present: Councillors Toland (in the chair), Swanson, Thomas, & Mason. The clerk was in attendance. 

37. Apologies: Councillors Griffiths. Jenkins, Goodman and ap Gwynn.
38. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2019 were accepted and signed. 

39. Declaration of interest: None.
40. Matters arising: 
i. Pavement. The Clerk reported that she hadn’t, yet, re-sent the letter dated 17/08/2019 to Ken Skates, AM with a covering email underlining that the Community Council are only asking him to address the pinch points through Furnace and Eglwysfach. An email was sent to Ben Lake MP, following the December 2019 general election, asking for support with our request to Ken Skates AM. A reply hasn’t been received but this is possibly as a result of the Christmas holiday period.

Councillor Thomas suggested approaching Age Concern to see if they could add something to the campaign for a pavement – Safety to School, etc.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to re-send letter dated 17/08/2019 to Ken Skates, AM with a covering email underlining that the Community Council are only asking him to address the pinch points through Furnace and Eglwysfach as a matter of urgency – this will only involve x2 landowners namely John Griffiths and Mike Jones who are both agreeable to work with Welsh Government. The email also needs to highlight the fact that the Community Council are in the process of owning the land by the bridge in Furnace.


b). Clerk to make enquires with Age Concern.

ii. Land for the playground. Councillor Toland reported that he had spoken to Jeremy Powell (land agent for RSPB) a few days ago. Jeremy had advised Councillor Toland that there has been changes within the RSPB board hierarchy however Jeremy is still recommending that the RSPB sell the land for the playground to Ysgubor y Coed Community Council. Whilst the RSPB board continue to consider this option, Jeremy is going to organise a licence to occupy the area for the Community Council.
Action Point:  a). Councillor Toland will continue to correspond with Jeremy Powell.

iii. Track to station. The Clerk reported that Samuel Hadley, Network Rail still hasn’t replied to email dated 02/09/2019 asking for confirmation that the Emergency Services have suitable access to a key for the gate. It was decided to temporarily leave this matter.
iv. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. All Councillors present agreed that the surface in the carpark is considerably poor at present due to standing pools of water following the recent wet weather. The Clerk confirmed that a reply has been received from Gwynfor Olsen dated 18/11/2019 showing the dog poo signs in-situ and noting the x2 pools of standing water. Councillor Mason noted that there is Japanese Knotweed growing in the carpark foliage.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Gwynfor Olsen and request that he visits to assess the surface condition of the car park.

b). Clerk to email Gwynfor Olsen and alert him to the presence of the Japanese Knotweed.

v. Climate and Biodiversity Emergency. Councillor Toland provided the Community Council with the weblink https://www.climateemergency.uk/blog/council-first-in-wales-to-call-a-climate-emergency/ prior to the meeting on the 08/01/2020. This link outlines how Machynlleth Town Council declared a ‘Climate Emergency’ at their meeting on 17th December 2018. All Councillors present agreed that more information on what steps could be implemented within Ysgubor y Coed Community was necessary before the Community Council could/would declare. It was decided to move this item forward to the agenda for meeting 11/03/2020.
vi. Precept Arrangements 2020/2021. All Councillors present agreed that the Precept 2020/2021 should be submitted at £3500.00. The Clerk reported that Councillor Goodman had also expressed his support for this by email.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to submit the Precept 2020/2021 at £3500.00, the same figure as 2019/2020 before midnight 25/01/2020.

vii. Financial Assistance Requests. The Clerk reported that x5 requests for financial assistance had been received:
1. Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Urdd Gobaith Cymru 

2. Cylch Meithrin Tal-y-bont 

3. Llanilar Football Club

4. Ysgol Taly-y-bont

5. Taliesin Pre-School Group

It was agreed by all Councillors present that Ysgubor y Coed Community Council would donate £50 each to Cylch Meithrin Tal-y-bont, Ysgol Taly-y-bont, and Taliesin Pre-School Group thereby keeping their donations to local groups.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to arrange donations ASAP.

viii. Rural Housing Enabler. Keith Henson, Rural Housing Enabler, attended the meeting and gave an informative presentation on his role within the housing sector in Ceredigion. Following his presentation, Keith asked if he could provide the council with a copy of his presentation and a questionnaire looking to complete an assessment on the housing needs in Talybont and surrounding areas. It was agreed by all Councillors present that this would be acceptable.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to post presentation and questionnaire on Community Council website.

41. Finance 
i.
Requests for Financial Assistance – see vii above.
ii.
Recycle in the Bank Quarters 2 2019/20 monies received - £16.20 BACS 06/12/2019.

iii.
Annual membership to Society of Local Council Clerks paid - £43.00 BACS 23/12/2019.

iv.
Celtic Rainforests board maintenance offer - £50 per annum from 2025 - 2030.
v.
Rent for field received - £12.50 Cheque 22/11/2019.

vi.
Welsh Government Keykeeper monies received - £150.00 BACS 27/12/2019

42. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
Hywel Dda University Health Board


→ Borth Surgery – Boundary Change Application

ii.
Welsh Government


→ Appropriate Sum under Section 137(4) (A) of the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2020-21

iii.
Dyfed-Powys Police and Crime Commissioner


→ 2020/21 Police Precept Consultation

iv.
BroAber360


→ email dated 13/12/2019 

Action Point:  a). Clerk to email requesting more information.

v.
Welsh Government

→ Consultation Document – Changes to planning and related application fees

vi.
The Clerk January 2020
vii.
Clerks & Councils
43. Planning 

i.
A190961 – To change 1x metal ‘crittal’ window to hardwood frame window – 2 Ty Mawr, Eglwys Fach, Machynlleth

Council have no objections.
ii.
A190960 – Interpretation board about Cwm Einion Celtic Rain forest site to promote habitat – Ffwrnais Car Park, Machynlleth, SY20

Council have no objections.

iii.
Ceredigion County Council – re: Land @ Bwlch Corog, Cefn Coch, Glaspwll, SY20 8AU (Marquee)

Planning enforcement officer to visit site in January 2020 – see email 02/12/2019.
44. Any Other Business
45. Date of the Next Meeting: 11th March 2020
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