DRAFT

Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2023

2023/24. Present: Councillor Thomas (in the chair), Mason, Griffiths, Stevenson & Davies. Mr Jim Griffiths - member of the public. The clerk was in attendance.
19. Apologies: Councillor Swanson (Covid), Goodman, & Toland.
20. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2023 were accepted and signed. 
21. Declaration of interest: None
22. Matters arising: 
i. A487. The clerk reported that North & Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency (NMWTRA) have installed the requested signs depicting a series of bends ahead – one on Lôn Lodge Park heading north and one by Tŷ Hir heading south. Councillor Griffiths noted it would be useful to have another ‘Bends Ahead’ sign just after the turning for Y Garth heading south. 
Councillor Thomas noted that he is still awaiting a reply from the RSPB valuer for the woodland. Will chase asap.

Councillor Stevenson noted email correspondence with clerk at Aberarth community council re : traffic calming measures. Council noted a petition for Senedd to discuss reduction in speed limit through Eglwys-fach and Furnace may be beneficial. Councillor Davies noted 250 signatures will allow the petition to be considered by the Petitions Committee and 10,000 signatures will allow the petition to be considered for a debate in the Senedd.
Councillor Davies noted an email received from Ben Lake MP in February 2023, which Ben had received from Lee Waters MS in response to his query.  

Eglwys-fach footway screening assessment  

In 2021/22 an initial assessment of the opportunities to provide a footpath was undertaken, which identified where land would be required due to the width of the road, and other information such as the need for a footbridge across the river. Unfortunately, due to funding and resource constraints our Trunk Road Agent has not been able to progress this scheme this financial year, but the design stage including any topographical surveys will be progressed in the next financial year subject to funding. This will allow conversations to be had with stakeholders and landowners.
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact NMWTRA to request extra ‘bends’ sign.



b). Councillor Thomas to contact David Anning, RSPB re: woodland valuation.



c). Councillor Stevenson to investigate setting-up a petition for speed reduction.



d). Clerk to contact Lee Waters MS to query Eglwys-fach footway screening assessment.

ii. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. The clerk reported that Ceredigion County Council have placed the dog faeces ‘sleeves’ in the Dyfi Furnace carpark – around the leg of the Community Council noticeboard.

Council noted that the garden waste reported to Anneka Morris, 27/07/2023, remains in-situ.

Council noted that a bin in the carpark might reduce the incidence of fly-tipping of rubbish by the glass recycling bin.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Anneka Morris, CADW, again to advise of fly-tipped garden waste.

b). Councillor Davies to query bin with Ceredigion County Council.

iii. Full Fibre Broadband. Councillor Davies reported that following her motion to Ceredigion County Council cabinet, 13/07/2023, requesting that the UK government re-instate the voucher scheme for small community areas, the UK government has responded advising that they are actively looking for buyers who will set-up Broadband in small community areas.
Councillor Thomas noted that Openreach have been installing fibre connections to some areas of Ysgubor y Coed.
iv. Councillor Training. The clerk reported that Councillor Thomas, Swanson, Griffiths and Goodman attended the Code of Conduct training with Gwilym Rippon in Llanfach on 07/09/2023. Councillor Stevenson, Mason, and Toland will need to complete on-line asap. 

Action Point:  a). Clerk to forward on-line training dates.
v. Defibrillator phone box Eglwys-fach. The clerk reported that an application has been submitted to the Community Funding Grant available from Ceredigion County Council for the phone box door. The Community Funding Grant committee next meet in September 2023. 
Action Point:  a). Clerk to report any progress to council.
vi. Elm tree Eglwys-fach. The clerk reported that she had spoken with Paul James, Llandre on 24/07/2023 re: Elm tree by London House. Paul confirmed ownership of the land and tree. He advised that he had previously attempted to trim-back the tree but was confronted by a local resident who insisted that the tree was left untouched. Paul agreed to trim-back the tree in autumn 2023. Councillor Davies received confirmation from Ceredigion County Council that there is not a tree protection order on this tree and supplied guidance re : trimming of tree.

Mr Jim Griffiths reported that the roots of the elm tree are blocking the road drain, there is a branch touching Janie Agnew’s house, there are lots of dead branches within the canopy of the tree, and a branch fell off today 13/09/2023.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to share local concerns and guidance with Paul James, Llandre.



b). Councillor Davies to query with Ceredigion County Council who is responsible for drain.

23. Finance 
i.
Precept 2023/24 Instalment 2 - £1166.67 received 28/07/2023
ii.
Workplace pensions re-enrolment 

Action Point:  a). Clerk to complete asap.

iii.
Clerk’s expenses - £152.27 paid 11/10/2023 Proposed Councillor Mason. Seconded Councillor Stevenson.
24. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
One Voice Wales



→ Forward Development Plan 2023-27' for Pontypridd Town Council

ii.
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales 


→ Press release 09 08 2023 - Annual Report 2022/23 

iii.
One Voice Wales


→ Training dates August and September 2023

iv.
One Voice Wales 



→ Conference and AGM

v.
Audit Wales



→ Consultation on Fee Scales 2024-25

vi.
Clerks & Councils Direct August 2023
25. Planning: 
None
26. Other Items of Interest
i.
Councillor Thomas proposed that Council might consider organising an open meeting or drop-in session for members of Ysgubor y Coed community to put forward suggestions of matters that they would like the community council to address on their behalf. Council considered sometime in May 2024 to be convenient. Council to discuss again in March 2024 meeting.
ii.
Councillor Griffiths noted that the grass verge by Glandyfi has been sprayed.

Action Point:  a). Councillor Davies to query.

iii.
The clerk noted that she hasn’t had a job appraisal since start of employment 01/03/2018. 

Action Point:  a). Clerk to forward copy of Employment contract and NALC 2022-23 National Salary Award before meeting 08/11/2023.
27. Date of the Next Meeting: 08 November 2023
Meeting closed at 8:40pm
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