Cyngor Cymuned Ysgubor y Coed Ysgubor y Coed Community Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2022
2021. Present: Councillors Toland (in the chair), Swanson, Griffiths, Jenkins, Mason, Thomas, Goodman, & ap Gwynn. The clerk was in attendance. 

37. Apologies: None.
38. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2021 were accepted. To be signed at a later date.
39. Declaration of interest: Councillor Swanson and Councillor Griffiths – Iron room & Graveyard.
40. Matters arising: 
i. Covid 19 in Ceredigion. Councillor ap Gwynn reported that the number of positive Covid 19 cases in Ceredigion remains high (39 cases today 12/01/2022) as is the case in Wales in general. The Omicron variant is spreading very fast – 18 positive cases in Bronglais yesterday rising to 34 positive cases today. There have been 10033 cases in Ceredigion since the start of the Covid 19 pandemic which represents 37.9% of population compared to 45.9% across the whole of Wales. 6 of the counties residential homes are currently in the red due to staff needing to isolate, but residents remain well. Hywel Dda health board continue to cope well. There were problems with refuse collection last week due to staff shortage, but the department has caught up this week. 57 Council staff off work yesterday.
Vaccinations 
→ currently being administered at Llanbadarn vaccination centre Aberystwyth and Cardigan vaccination centre.
General

→ Glan-yr-Afon Civic Amenity Site is open.
→ Face covering to be worn indoors.
ii. Pavement. Councillor Thomas noted dissatisfaction with the prepared Open letter – felt it gave an inaccurate impression of the functions of the Community Council. 
Councillor Swanson reported that George Lloyd, North and Mid Wales Trunk Road Agent (NMWTRA) has not responded to email correspondence re: road signs, as yet but this may be due to Christmas holidays.  
Action Point:  a). Councillor Thomas to prepare a list of points to be included in the Open letter and forward to the Clerk.

b). Clerk to compose an open letter for the Community Councillors to consider.

c). Councillor Swanson/Clerk to chase George Lloyd, North and Mid Wales Trunk Road Agent (NMWTRA).
iii. The Woodland. Councillor Toland reported that the signed Licence to Occupy continues. There currently is no progress to report regarding the sale of the land to the Community Council. 
iv. Dyfi Furnace Car Park. The Clerk reported that an email was sent to Gwynfor Olsen and Rhonwen Adams 03/01/2022. A reply has been received from Gwynfor Olsen 11/01/2022 requesting further information and photographs if possible.  
Action Point:  a). Clerk to email up to date photographs to Gwynfor Olsen asap.

v. Glandyfi lay-by and viewing platform. Councillor Toland reported that he wants to carry out some research regarding this item. Item moved on to next meeting 09/03/2022.
vi. Full Fibre Broadband. Councillor Goodman reported that there is movement with Broadway Broadband on this item, all be it slowly. Broadway letter ‘The Ysgubor-y-coed Fibre Broadband Scheme’  has been sent to all addresses in Ysgubor y Coed ward and should be arriving at properties in the next week or so.
Councillor Swanson reported that BT Openreach have sent a letter to households in Y Garth and been placing full fibre optic broadband boxes in some of the resident’s garden areas. One household has received a letter this week threatening to take them to tribunal because they haven’t returned a signed copy of said letter. 
vii. Turning point at Blaeneinion. The Clerk reported that an email was sent to Ceredigion County Council through their Clik service on 02/12/2021. The Clerk noted no reply received to date, but this may be due to staff shortages with Christmas holidays and Covid 19. 
Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Ceredigion County Council through their Clik service again.

viii. Coastal Path. The Clerk reported an email was received 04/01/2022 from Nigel Nicholas, Coastal Path Officer – “We have been losing signs in the area. Some are due to rot but unfortunately others are deliberate”. Temporary signs have been placed whilst waiting for ordered replacement finger posts.
ix.
Road safety along A487 from Hen Hafod Bridge to Furnace. Councillor Jenkins reported that there has been x10 accidents along this stretch of the A487 in the previous 12 months. There has been damage to x5 fences. Councillor Griffiths suggested contacting Welsh Government listing road traffic incidents and requesting better signage.

Action Point:  a). Councillor Jenkins to email road traffic incident dates to Clerk.
b). Clerk to contact Welsh Government.
x.
Budget. All Councillors accepted the budget as presented.
xi.
Precept Arrangements 2022/2023. All Councillors agreed the Precept should be submitted to Ceredigion County Council at £3500.00.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to submit Precept within 28/01/2022 deadline.

41. Finance 
i.
Requests for Financial Assistance

→ Wales Air Ambulance Charity – Council voted to offer a £50 donation.
ii.
Welsh Government Keykeeper monies received 20/12/2021 - £150.00
iii.
Rent for the Field received - £12.50 (6 month) lodged in bank 17/01/2022
iv. 
Recycling in the Bank Quarter 4 2020/21 received 07/01/2022 - £10.80
v.
Clerk’s expenses 2020/21 - £112.04 paid 30/01/2022
42. Correspondence and Communication: 
i.
Community Health Council

ii.
Avian Flu at Ynys-hir  – email from David Anning 12/11/2021

iii.
Sarah Evans


→ email from Ben Lake MP highlighting Ofcom’s consultation on changes to the telephony universal service obligation.

iv.
Julie James MS


→ Technical Advice Note (TAN) 15 : Development, flooding and coastal erosion.

v.
Welsh Government


→ Appropriate Sum under Section 137(4) (A) of the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2022-23

vi.
Caru Cymru


→ dog fouling campaign posters

Action Point:  a). Clerk to display in Community Council notice boards.

vii.
Zurich


→ The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Action Point:  a). Clerk to forward Community Council insurance policy to Councillor Swanson.
viii.
Ceredigion County Council


→ Identifying Community Venues to act as possible Emergency Rest Centres 

Action Point:  a). Clerk to contact Ceredigion County Council - Iron room.

ix.
Rebecca Evans MS


→ Analysis of consultation responses on draft regulations to be made under section 30(3) of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (“the 2021 Act”) 
x.
Boundary Commission for Wales


→ representations received during the Initial Consultation Period

xi.
Ceredigion County Council


→ Winter Fuel Support Scheme 

Action Point:  a). Clerk to ask Janie to share again.

xii.
Boundary Commission for Wales

→ postponing the start of the second Consultation Period and Public Hearings due to Omicron

xiii.
Clerks & Councils Direct November 2021

43. Planning: None
44. Any Other Business

i.
Feminine Hygiene Poverty. Councillor Toland noted that this is an item that Ysgubor y Coed Community Council may wish to address by providing some products in the porch at St Michael’s Church.

Action point :  a). Clerk to liaise with Karen Evans at Cletwr for information and report. 
ii.
Bench by Dyfi Furnace. The Clerk noted that a replacement bench will be expensive. Councillor Thomas noted that CADW may be willing to assist financially. All Councillors agreed the bench was often used and would like it replaced.


Action point :  a). Clerk to liaise with CADW – bench replacement or financial help towards replacement?

iii.
Keeper on Footpath gate. Councillor Mason noted that the keeper on the gate by Felin y Cwm has fell off. The keeper remains intact and has been left on top of the keeper pole.

Action point :  a). Councillor Toland offered to re-install keeper. 

iv.
Blocked ditches. Councillor Thomas noted that the ditches on the road to Ynyshir are blocked causing rainwater to flood the road. Councillor Thomas also noted that a branch has fallen and damaged the RSPB sign.


Action point :  a). Clerk to report blocked ditches to Ceredigion County Council through their Clik service.



b). Clerk to email David Anning, RSPB to inform re: sign. 

45. Date of the Next Meeting: 09th March 2022
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